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Response 

1 . The Terminal Disclaimer filed 9/1 0/2007 has been received and made of record. 

2. upon further reviewing of the claims new grounds of rejection is made here. 
Examiner is sorry any burden it bears to the applicant. 

3. This application has been reviewed. Original claims 1-30 are pending. The 
rejection cited stated below. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 6 and 7 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-5 and 8-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Albert et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,742,045 [hereinafter Albert]. 

As per claims 1 , Albert disclose Original) An apparatus for routing packets over a 
network, the packets comprising a first packet type and a second packet type, wherein 
each packet of the first packet type has a corresponding packet of the second packet 
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type, the apparatus comprising: 

(a) a transceiver (forwarding agent 1) configured to receive and to forward each packet 
(see fig .2a and col. 9, lines 15-48); and 

(b) a processor (service manager 10), coupled to the transceiver, that is arranged to 
perform actions, including: 

if the received packet is of the first packet type, forwarding the received 

packet to a first traffic manager that is selected based on at least a first field in the 

received packet (see col. 14, lines 37-60); and 

if the received packet is of the second packet type, forwarding the received packet to a 
second traffic manager that is selected based on at least a second field in the received 
packet, wherein the first traffic manager is the same as the second traffic manager 
when the received packet of the first packet type corresponds to the received packet of 
the second packet type (see fig. 10i and col. 25, lines 12-26). 

As per claims 2 and 3, Albert discloses the apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the first field of 
the first packet type includes a first value substantially equivalent to a second value in 
the second field of a corresponding packet of the second packet type (see col. 7, lines 
26-40). 

As per claim 4 and 5 Albert discloses the apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising 
determining the packet type of the received packet in part by comparing a source port 
number with a destination port number col. 25, lines 12-26). 
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As per claim 8, Albert discloses the apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the processor is 
arranged to perform actions, further comprising, if the received packet is other than a 
TCP packet or a User Datagram Protocol (UDP) packet, forwarding the received packet 
to a third traffic manager that is selected using the first field and the second field in the 
received packet (see col. 18, lines 47-67). 

As per claim 9, Albert discloses the apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the apparatus is 
arranged to operate as at least one of a distributor, a router, a bridge, a firewall, and a 
gateway (see fig. 1 ). 

As per claims 10, Albert discloses the apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the processor is 
arranged to perform actions, further comprising, if the received packet is associated with 
a pre-determined group characteristic, selecting the first traffic manager and the second 
traffic manager from a plurality of traffic managers that are partitioned into groups of 
traffic managers based in part on the pre- determined group characteristic (see fig. 1 0i 
and col. 25, lines 12-26). 

As per claiml 1 , Albert discloses the apparatus of claim 10, wherein the pre-determined 
group characteristic further comprises at least one of a Secure Socket Layer (SSL) 
packet, Domain Name System (DNS) packet, and a UDP packet (see fig. 8c and col. 
20, lines 10-15). 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Salad E. Abdullahi whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4009. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can 
be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



As 

10/27/2007 




